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inter-American affairs was de.
. Harry M. Hite, Edwin" p]':sigued, they said, to intimidat
{ Burkhardt, and John R. Norpdl|: Isz\ friendly witnesses for Otep
Jr., filed formal appeals to thqd/ g
Civil Service commission fpf | The atlempt has failed, the
themselves and the otherfs Isaxd asserting that they inten
Raymond Laughton, Billy N ;‘?1 aiilesbtt][%)tegﬁt atxhee SCP}EI;;'S
{Hughes, and Frank -V._Gardnm and fabricated solely o harm
i thzh%ﬁn‘;[;ggjilsn;vle&%e{éﬁ%edk; him becausc he responded
: 3 : ‘truthfull when asked by Sen-
‘ .pDCa! Bal"es ACthﬂ Rep. H. R. Gross [R., 1a.] ajd|! ote mvcyshgators aboutyshort~
i o - Rep. James E. Bromwell (R]1 fcommgs and deficiencies in the
CPYRGHT | of State D pt. Ial. - ‘ ;state department’s  personnel
| " BY WILLARD EDWARDS || = Accuse State Departm’énc ; security program. )
| (Chicaso Trisune Pross Service] . Both accused th state depaggt]ji Recall Reilly’s Action
. | Washington, Apri ' ment of taking action againkyj The Cvil Service commission |
tate d tment was ~called [Jthe six because they claimdd]i ¥2s asked to take nole of the
CPYRGHT Staie  departmen - 4 fact that John F, Reilly, former
jupon today to answer charges to have knowledge of “a plot Jo deputy assistant secretary of ,
that it transferred six-veteran |lframe Otepka and have hif ' state, placed Otepka under sur- FOIADb3b .
seeurity  officers in an attempt fired,” velllance, tapped his telephone,
to cover up a pIot against Otto Like Otepka, the . three .pr D fand then -denied. these actions
! F. Otepka. . testing employes have the higje}¢ under oath when. questioned by
| Otepka, former chicf of eval: Jfest federal ratings. Hite is [alf tbe Senate inlernal security .
‘uations in the, state depart: flawyer with gaverament servide|f Subcommitice. Reilly later ad- :
{ mitted this perjury and was
ment's bureau of security, was pf more than 10 years. Novpgl| asked to resivn,
dismissed last fall on charges J|is a former Federal Bureau §f .d:n th tg d £
tato dfavestigation’ agent ‘with 7 other state department of- . .
of conduct unbecoming a state ficer, David I. Belisle, a special : ~
department -offxccr afler he co- [flvears 0,» experience in ther goy- assistant to Reilly, also was : L
N operated with. a’ Semate inquiry (Herhmeént. Burkhdrdt is an ef- asked to resign, but has been
\ into Jax security in his division, pgr;ellced -civil sexvant, - permitted to remain. He also .
- Otepka appealed this dismis- ||| Al charge that their new af-fl denied knowledge of wiretap- .
sal and demanded a hearing, m’ignmems, which they say were| ping but later admitted it.
but the state’ department hasi|prdered in reprisal for thei ‘| “I have been informed that ‘ -
never granted him one. He has defense of Otepka, c&)‘nstltute ;}:Z ;‘ggtSSltgé;rtnel}It LV:fldéleﬂtO ‘
Teir ne Tie e ‘
been kept in isolation. : . —aee FlMr. Otepka, Norpel told  the
Colleagues Back Ilimg g Civil Service commission, The
- Six of his coueagt'xes i - the action against me is based on

‘bureau, under questioning by |
government’ investigators, said
that they believed that Otepka
is innocent. They said they
would testify in Otepka’s be-
half when the hearing was held.
They alszb joined with Otepka
in criticism of . loose security
| practices in. the- state . depart-
"ment. ‘ -

On March 15 the six were
told of their transfer {o: other
iposts, all'in positions of less:
importance, and. removed from
dutics in which they were’
l-sl\xlled SR
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;reprisal for:my close associa-
¢ tion with, and outspoken defense
of Ot Lplxé\ RRPER

““The ‘guilt by assoecialion’
concept which the state depart-
ment, professes to openly op-
pose is the only hasis for my
degradatlor . Mr. Belisle

1| continues in a posxtxon whereby

‘he preatly affects the wvpera-
tions of the office of secuvity.
11 is my belief that it was thru
his persuasion ‘that my reas-
signment occurred,-

|- “The disclosed- testimony of
Mr, Belisle and ,Mr, Reilly to
date has shocked the ‘public
| and ‘rendered a disservice to
the .entire security-intelligence
community whose integrity suf-

Guill hy Asseciation .

fercd by the calculated actions
of these two men,” . 1

Bromwell told the Housc that |
-only one word — persecution —'
‘could define {he state !depart-:
ment’s use ‘of exccutive power
in the Otepka case.
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